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the distinguished gentleman from the
Third District of South Carolina (Mr.
GRAHAM), had submitted a success
story that he wanted to be known by
people of the United States. And I can
identify with that, because I have been
a volunteer with Habitat For Human-
ity.

This is about Contessa from the
Third District of South Carolina.
‘‘When I was on welfare, I forgot that I
was a valuable person, that my life
mattered. I really did not have the
proper esteem when I was on welfare.
Things are so much better now that I
am employed and my self-esteem has
improved.’’

A former welfare recipient, Contessa,
like thousands of other Americans, has
made the transition from welfare to
work. Hired as a receptionist who was
told that ‘‘There is little chance of op-
portunity for you,’’ Contessa has con-
tinued to move up, and today is a para-
legal at a prominent law firm in neigh-
boring Greenwood.

One of the dreams that she has
achieved is the ownership of her home.
That is the American dream. Contessa
has taken that bold step forward. I end
with this quote: ‘‘I have now purchased
a home through the Home Authority
Stepping Home Program, where a por-
tion of your rent goes into an escrow
account for the downpayment on a
home. Becoming a homeowner really
changes your whole outlook, as does
the change from welfare to work.’’

I would like to thank my colleagues
who have participated tonight. We look
forward to the discussion about the
creation of jobs, the creation of oppor-
tunity with the welfare reform reau-
thorization.

f

THE MIDDLE EAST CONFLICT AND
THE STATE OF ISRAEL

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. SUL-
LIVAN). Under the Speaker’s announced
policy of January 3, 2001, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. DEUTSCH) is
recognized for 60 minutes.

Mr. DEUTSCH. Mr. Speaker, I join
with a group of colleagues, and I hope
and expect more to join us as the
evening progresses, to talk a little bit
about the conflict in the Middle East,
but also to talk about the Middle East
and talk about the state of Israel.

In Israel today, it is Israel Independ-
ence Day, the 54th anniversary of the
modern state of Israel. I am joined this
evening on the Republican side. Shar-
ing the time with me is the gentleman
from Georgia (Mr. KINGSTON), as well
as a number of colleagues, Democrats
and Republicans.

I mentioned the 54th anniversary of
the creation of the modern state of
Israel, and there is a time line that is
relevant that hopefully all Americans
have a perspective of, because I think
the time line gives us a sense of the
issues that Israel is dealing with today.

There has been continuous Jewish oc-
cupation in the land of Israel from his-
torical times, from the start of the

common era, from the time of Jesus. In
1917, though, in terms of the modern
state of Israel, the Balfour Declaration
by Great Britain was issued. As this
map shows, it was a mandate that the
League of Nations had given to the
British empire at that time. Saudi Ara-
bia did not exist.

I think one of the best charts that I
have seen, presented by the gentleman
from New Jersey (Mr. ROTHMAN) when
we did a special order last week, was
talking about the years the different
countries were created. Saudi Arabia
was a group of nomadic tribes at this
time, and Egypt did not exist as a mod-
ern country. It was part of the British
mandate. Iraq was part of the British
mandate. Syria was part of the French
mandate.

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, will
the gentleman yield?

Mr. DEUTSCH. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Georgia.

Mr. KINGSTON. It is not shown on
the gentleman’s map, but I think it is
important to point out that Iran did
not exist, either. That was ancient Per-
sia at that time.

Mr. DEUTSCH. Absolutely correct. I
think it is important just in terms of
the issue of why is Israel there as a
modern state. I keep referring to it as
the modern state of Israel.

The British in 1922 actually divided
the mandate that they had along the
Jordan River, so there is a line straight
from the Jordan River. On the eastern
side, they created trans-Jordan, and on
the western side, Palestine. Now,
trans-Jordan has become modern-day
Jordan, and Palestine, let me shift the
map and get to what really is the next
map, was a partition plan of the United
Nations in 1947.

I think this is also a significant map
for people to understand and actually
to look at, as well. It is significant for
a number of reasons. It is significant
because, first of all, the Jews that lived
in Israel at the time accepted that
map. The Arabs that lived in Palestine
did not. In fact, in 1947 or 1948 when the
British withdrew from Palestine and
Israel declared independence 54 years
ago, five surrounding Arab countries
and their armies, Egypt, Jordan, Syria,
Lebanon, and Iraq, invaded.

The Israelis were outnumbered five
to one at that point in time, basically
with no outside direct support, and the
United States obviously, as most peo-
ple know, recognized Israel as soon as
it declared its existence, but this
boundary was accepted by the Jews in
the state of Israel. In terms of the five
countries that invaded and the Arabs
that lived in Palestine, they did not ac-
cept the partition.

Let me just follow up with another
map, which is a map of Israel today.
The significant part of this map, in a
sense, is from the last map to this map
is four wars: 1948, 1956, 1967, and 1973.
The areas in the West Bank and Gaza
and the Golan Heights were acquired
by Israel in 1967.

Again, the history of that point in
time I think is also very significant. It

is significant because it was not a war
that Israel sought, it was a war of de-
fense. I think what is also significant,
just to understand the context, the his-
torical context, is that the area of the
West Bank and Gaza, which effectively,
I think, all parties now understand will
in fact become a Palestinian state at
some point in time, when those areas
were controlled by Jordan and Egypt,
neither Jordan nor Egypt wanted there
to be a Palestinian state. There could
have been a Palestinian state at any
point in time between 1948 and 1967 if
Jordan, Egypt, or the Palestinians in
that area would have agreed to a Pales-
tinian state living side by side with the
state of Israel at that point in time.

A significant thing happened in 1974,
and really, under the American aus-
pices, the American involvement, in
terms of the peace process that really
began in 1974. But the real significant
event in modern times, or prior to this
year, is 1977 when Anwar Sadat visited
Jerusalem and made a clear show to
the Israeli people of his commitment
towards peace. If there were any two
peoples who were as diametrically op-
posed, who had fought very vicious,
competitive wars with each other, the
Egyptians and the Israelis were those
two people.

As we know, under the guidance of
President Jimmy Carter, Sadat and
Prime Minister Menachem Begin
signed the Egyptian treaty at Camp
David in 1979. Just moving forward past
1979, I think there are some interesting
dates. As opposed to Anwar Sadat,
Chairman Arafat’s actions in 1982, be-
cause of terrorist attacks on Israel at
that time, Israel invaded southern Leb-
anon. In fact, what happened was
Arafat ended up getting expelled from
southern Lebanon to Tunisia. The
Israeli troops remained in the security
zone for a period of time.

In 1991, as the chart points out,
Chairman Arafat supported Saddam
Hussein in the Gulf War. In 1994, an-
other positive step occurred in that
King Hussein and Prime Minister
Rabin signed the Israel-Jordan peace
treaty with President Clinton.

In 1997, the Hebron Accords were
signed; in 1999, the Wye River Accords;
and in 2000, the Camp David attempt by
President Clinton had its auspices.
Again, as we know, the offer that was
on the table of 97 percent of the West
Bank, parts of Jerusalem, significant
parts of Jerusalem, an independent
Palestinian state, was rejected by
Chairman Arafat.

b 1945
I give this as a historical back-

ground, and I look forward to my col-
leagues’ statements.

So I would yield first to my colleague
sharing the time who has taken a lead-
ership roll and serves on the Sub-
committee on Foreign Operations, Ex-
port Financing and Related Programs,
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. KING-
STON).

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman from Florida for
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yielding the time and also for orga-
nizing this special order, because I do
think it is extremely important that
we in America set an example and let
it be known worldwide that we stand
behind Israel’s right to defend herself,
and we truly believe that the time for
that statement is now on this day of
Israel’s independence of 54-year anni-
versary.

Just to think about a nation of 5 mil-
lion people compared to America, 281
million, we are a little less than 60 per-
cent the size of Israel, and on that hor-
rible day of September 11, when 3,000
Americans were killed, that equivalent
to Israel would be about 50 people, and
last month alone Israel lost that many.
So she has the right to defend herself.

Mr. DEUTSCH. Mr. Speaker, reclaim-
ing my time for one second, I am going
to grab a chart, if I can, which is show-
ing the numbers. Actually in the
month of March alone it was not 50. It
was 150 Israelis that got killed. So in
fact, in the month of March, just this
past month Israel sustained the equiva-
lent of three 9/11s, and I think if we can
just imagine what the United States,
God forbid, that would have occurred
to us, what we would do, I think the
world has seen what we did with one 9/
11.

Mr. KINGSTON. Absolutely, and
when one considers that the attacks
are so random, in a coffee house, in a
theater, in a crowded street, anywhere
there is a group of people, the whole
nation is truly under attack. It is not
just the people in the Gaza, the West
Bank, but it is anywhere.

I have a number of folks on my side
of the aisle who want to speak, and I
wanted to yield a few minutes to them
if that is appropriate.

Mr. DEUTSCH. Mr. Speaker, I think
we have a lot of Members here this
evening. I think what I would like to
do, normally in special orders we do
not limit time, but maybe if we could
limit time to 5 minutes per Member
and have a discourse.

If I could yield to the senior Member
in this Chamber right now, one of the
senior members on the Committee on
International Relations, and there is
no gentleman who is a more significant
leader in terms of his record, in terms
of peace in the Middle East, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. BERMAN).

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman very much for yielding
to me. It is very good to be here with
all of my colleagues, and I do not have
a prepared comment. I just want to
make a few points and then yield back
to my friend from Florida and the oth-
ers who took this special order.

First, to thank the gentleman for
taking this special order. I am getting
a lot of comments from my colleagues
in this Chamber, I am getting a lot of
mail and phone calls from my constitu-
ents who are watching television, who
are seeing pictures and reading stories
and are very distressed by what they
have seen in these past few weeks, and
I thought it would be good to come
back to a couple of very basic points.

For me, as a Member of Congress, one
of my priorities is to work for the sur-
vival and the security of the State of
Israel, and I say that and I do that with
no embarrassment because I very much
believe that that position is a position
that is strongly in the interests of the
American people, and I think that as
we look at the context of this conflict,
some of the points illustrated by the
gentleman from Florida with his maps
remind us of several critical points.

The first point is that every single
time that the people of Israel have
been presented with an option which
involves compromise on their part and
the hope and promise of peace, they
have chosen that option rather than
pushing for maximalist demands and a
continuation of conflict.

It started in 1948 with the partition
plan sponsored by the United Nations
where Israel and the people of Israel
accepted far less than they hoped to
get in that partition plan, and as the
gentleman from Florida pointed out
correctly, the Arab neighbors of Israel
rejected that partition plan and went
to war.

It occurred again in the wake of
Anwar Sadat’s statement that he
would make peace with Israel if they
would withdraw from all the territory
that they had occupied as a result of
the 1967 and 1973 wars. Within an in-
stant, Israeli public opinion rallied
around the call by this courageous
leader of Egypt for peace and set
through a process to withdraw from
the entire Sinai peninsula, to uproot
settlements and to pull back just in
the hope that they could engage in a
lasting peace with the country of
Egypt.

It occurred again in 1993 in the con-
text of Oslo where all Israel got for all
the compromises that they agreed with
and the process that they agreed to go
through and the compromises that
they subsequently made, all they got
was the promise that the dispute be-
tween Israel and the Palestinian peo-
ples would be resolved through negotia-
tions, there would be an end to terror
and that a series of steps would be
taken, all of which involved Israel
withdrawal, Israel retreat, and in the
context of Oslo, the Israeli government
did things that they had indicated they
would never do.

They indicated a willingness to nego-
tiate with Yasser Arafat, a position no
Israeli government had ever taken be-
fore. They indicated a willingness to
recognize the PLO as the organization
representing the Palestinian people.
They agreed to Yasser Arafat’s return
to the Palestinian areas, first the Gaza,
then to Jericho and finally the head-
quarters in Ramallah.

They agreed most incredibly to the
arming of 50,000 Palestinian police
under the direction of the Palestinian
Authority to maintain order as they
pushed out of every area of major Pal-
estinian population and, again, without
even getting into the details of the
willingness of Israel, to opt for with-

drawal from the Golan Heights in the
context of trying to get a peace with
Syria or their unilateral withdrawal
from southern Lebanon, notwith-
standing the continued barrage that
Israel was facing from Hezbollah
forces, supported by Syria and Iran,
against not only their Armed Forces,
but against the civilian population of
northern Israel.

Finally, with the offer Ehud Barak
made in the American-mediated Camp
David process where a whole series of
positions that no one ever thought
they would see a leader of Israel offer
were made at that table, only to be
spurned by the Palestinians.

For a long time, 20 years now, I have
believed that in the context of obtain-
ing this peace and the right solution,
there would have to be compromise. I
want a Jewish homeland and I want it
to be a democracy, and if for no other
reason than the demographic facts, I
recognize that in a context where
Israel’s survival and its security could
be maintained, there would need to be
land, but I believe that that is the posi-
tion of the vast majority of the people
of Israel as well as the vast majority of
American supporters of the state of
Israel.

So when we see the present images
and the consequences of the Israeli ef-
fort to deal with the sources of terror
that have taken so many lives, the
homicide bombings that have contin-
ued relentlessly, the clear unwilling-
ness, notwithstanding his words of
Chairman Arafat to end terror as a tool
of the efforts to provide for the aspira-
tions of the Palestinian people, the un-
covering of the documents that indi-
cates top Palestinian authority ap-
proval for the funding of explosives and
bombs and weaponry of very signifi-
cant magnitude.

This is no longer the intifada of 1988
and 1989, an intifada of stones. This is
of mortars and explosives and bombs
and rockets. When we see all of that,
when we learn that as a result of the
Israeli efforts, dozens of bomb factories
have been uncovered, huge caches of
weapons have been uncovered, all to be
used notwithstanding the promises
under Oslo and the commitments made
to try and settle this issue through
force, I think my colleagues have to
understand that context to understand
what Israel feels it needs to do.

Mr. DEUTSCH. Mr. Speaker, reclaim-
ing my time, this is actually a list of
weapons that were uncovered or cap-
tured by the Israelis since April 1 in
their incursions into places like Jenin
and Ramallah, and it is an amazing list
from April 1. Weapons obviously in vio-
lation of Oslo agreements and sniper
weapons, telescopic rifle weapons,
bomb factories, things that there were
agreements not to have, to prevent
from having, and in fact, the question
which is really raised is why did the
Israelis even incur the incursions into
these areas. The Israelis, I do not
think, want to be there anymore than
the Americans want to be in Afghani-
stan.
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Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, that il-

lustrates the point I was making, and I
will just conclude because we have
some very knowledgeable people on the
floor tonight to speak to this issue, and
to say that I ask my colleagues and I
ask those people who care about
Israel’s survival and security, to under-
stand the context in which this present
incursion is taking place, the critical
importance of it being completed in a
fashion that enhances survival, and un-
derstand that when presented with a
true opportunity for a true peace, be it
with the Palestinians or a comprehen-
sive peace, I have no doubt that the
Israeli people and its government will
be able to make the compromises nec-
essary to make that happen.

Mr. DEUTSCH. Mr. Speaker, I would
yield to the gentleman from Georgia
(Mr. KINGSTON).

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman from Florida and
I would ask him to yield to the gen-
tleman from Mississippi (Mr. WICKER).

Mr. DEUTSCH. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentleman from Mississippi.

Mr. WICKER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
my friend from Florida for taking out
this special order. I understand actu-
ally we will be back to back, two spe-
cial orders tonight, and I wanted to
come down to the floor, Mr. Speaker,
because it is important that this spe-
cial order be bipartisan, and it is im-
portant that the clear message go out,
not only to our colleagues, but to ev-
eryone around the world within the
sound of our voices, to make it clear
that on a bipartisan basis, Republicans,
Democrats, the House and the Senate,
this Nation supports the country of
Israel, the only really true democracy
in the region, a steadfast friend and
ally of the United States for over half
a century, and that message needs to
be stated in unequivocal bipartisan
terms in this House of Representatives
tonight.

I am so glad and encouraged, my col-
league from California mentioned that
there are a lot of knowledgeable people
about this issue. I do not know that I
would count myself as one of the over-
ly knowledgeable people among my
colleagues, but I have been to Israel,
and I have studied the history, and I
am very, very pleased that my friend
from Florida started out his remarks
with a very detailed history of the re-
gion. Because of the importance of the
first map that he brought forward, Mr.
Speaker, I wanted to bring it over to
my side of the aisle, and once again,
point out to my colleagues a bit of the
history of the area.

I think there are some people watch-
ing this issue around the Nation and
also around the world who might be-
lieve or have us believe that somehow
the lines of the nations were drawn and
set in concrete back during the time
when the super powers of this world de-
cided to impose an Israeli state or a
Jewish state upon the region, and that
everybody was all set and we kind of
came in with Israel and upset the apple
cart there in the region.

As this map demonstrates, nothing
could be further from the truth. Back
during the time of the British Man-
date, 1920, post-World War I, as this
map indicates, there was no Lebanon.
Syria was part of the French Mandate.
Iraq was part of the British Mandate.
Saudi Arabia was not yet recognized as
a Nation at the time, and we had this
area that is described here as Palestine
or the British Mandate, and then my
friend from Florida described how that
was divided by the very tiny Jordan
river.

If my colleagues have ever been to
Israel, they know it is just really not
much more than what we would call a
small creek where I come from, but it
was divided there into Trans-Jordan,
which later became the nation of Jor-
dan.

So everything was in flux at the time
the country of Israel was being antici-
pated there.

b 2000
They have a right to exist. The inter-

national community has recognized for
over half a century that Israel has a
right to exist, and we need to acknowl-
edge right here on the floor of this
House of Representatives that our
friends, the Israelis, are under attack
at this very moment, have been since a
year and a half ago, and their very ex-
istence is being challenged by those
who would like to wipe them off the
face of the Earth.

Mr. Speaker, we need to make the
strong statement on a bipartisan basis
that this country is going to resist
those terrorists who would not even ac-
knowledge the right of Israel to exist
as a nation.

I am happy to stand with Repub-
licans and Democrats tonight on that
principle. Israel is a democracy. Israel
has become a driving economic miracle
in the desert over the past half cen-
tury, and they are due a lot of credit.
They have been our friend and we have
been their friend, when this country
has needed it and when Israel has need-
ed it.

If there is one signal that we need to
send as a matter of foreign policy, it is
that this Nation is steadfast in sup-
porting its friends, and we count Israel
as among those friends. I appreciate
my colleagues acknowledging that
while Israel has a right to exist, there
will be a Palestinian state under the
right conditions, and that compromises
will have to be made. But tonight we
are making the strong statement of
support for Israel.

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, I
meant to point out that the gentleman
from Mississippi (Mr. WICKER) as a
member of the Committee on Appro-
priations has supported consistently
economic and military aid to Israel.

Mr. DEUTSCH. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentleman from New York (Mr.
ISRAEL) who, before he was in Congress,
was intimately involved in issues re-
garding the Middle East.

Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for his leadership on

this critical issue in helping Congress
recognize and helping the American
people recognize one fundamental and
indisputable fact: Israel is the only de-
mocracy in the Middle East, and a
strong Israel means a secure America.

About a year ago I had an oppor-
tunity to meet with the King and
Queen of Jordan, King Abdullah and
Queen Rania, and with other Members
of this body we sat at a table and asked
the King when would there be peace in
the Middle East. He talked about his
hopes for peace in the Middle East.

He said when my father used to meet
with the President of Syria, they would
talk about violence and rivalry and
conflict. But when I meet with the new
young president of Syria, we talk
about how we are going to modernize
our financial services industries and
how we are going to get the Internet
into every household in our country.

He said as a new young generation of
leaders take shape in the Middle East,
there will be peace; and since then,
thousands of Palestinians and Israelis
have lost their lives.

I have come to the sobering conclu-
sion that King Abdullah is right, that
peace is a generational issue, and that
is a fundamental part of the problem.
The gentleman has talked about this
and taken the leadership on this issue.
The fact of the matter is that all of the
diplomatic accords, the peace treaties,
the Camp Davids, the Wye Rivers, the
Madrids, the Oslos, the grip and grins,
all of the diplomatic treaties in the
world are not going to be successful as
long as a young generation of Palestin-
ians in second grade classrooms are
taught that there is no alternative to
the destruction of Israel and the de-
struction of the United States.

Think about it. What possesses 15
young Saudis to board American planes
and destroy and murder thousands of
New Yorkers, and take their own lives
in the process? What possesses young
children in the Middle East to strap ex-
plosives to their chests and blow up
pizza parlors and bar mitzvahs and
Passover seders, and elderly people and
children and women?

Mr. Speaker, what possesses them,
they are being indoctrinated in their
classrooms and not educated. Let me
share some specific examples. They are
taught hatred in the text ‘‘Modern
Arab History and Contemporary Prob-
lem Part 2,’’ which on page 49 teaches
Palestinian children that Zionism is ‘‘a
political, aggressive and colonialist
movement, which calls for judaization
of Palestine by the expulsion of its
Arab inhabitants.’’

They are taught in the book ‘‘Our
Country Palestine’’ by a banner which
appears on a title page of volume 1
reading, ‘‘There is no alternative to de-
stroying Israel.’’

Mr. Speaker, they are taught in the
text ‘‘Our Arabic Language for 7th
Grade Part A,’’ in which one exercise
for students reads as follows: ‘‘Subject
for your composition: How will we lib-
erate our stolen land? Make use of the
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following ideas: Arab unity, genuine
faith in Allah, most modern weapons.’’
That is on page 15.

In Syria, fourth grade textbooks
label Zionism a colonial analogue of
Nazism. A tenth grade textbook labels
Jews ‘‘a menace that should be
exterminated.’’ The fact of the matter
is this: for as long as children are not
taught science but are taught hatred,
are not taught math but are taught de-
struction, are not taught technology
but are taught how to strap bombs to
their chests and blow up innocent civil-
ians, for as long as they are not taught
literacy and job creation and job ex-
pansion, and not given the tools to ex-
pand the middle class and bring pros-
perity into their own communities, for
as long as those lessons of hatred are
taught, there will not be peace in the
Middle East.

I am a strong supporter as a Demo-
crat of this administration’s policies in
Afghanistan, and I am hopeful that the
administration will also realize that
our allies, our so-called allies in the
Middle East have to be judged not by
meetings with Arafat, not by treaties,
not by cease fires, but what they
achieve in second grade classrooms.
That will be the measure of success,
and that should be the obligation of
our Arab allies in the Middle East.

Mr. DEUTSCH. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentleman from Georgia (Mr.
KINGSTON) knowing that he is going to
introduce the gentlewoman from Flor-
ida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN). I believe there
is no one in this Congress who is more
personally committed to Israel’s sur-
vival than her, and I have traveled to
Israel with her and I have seen her ac-
tion, her feeling. And especially from
someone with her background who
knows what terrorists have done and
can do throughout the world.

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman for those com-
ments because I think as an American
of Cuban descent, the gentlewoman
from Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) is in
a unique position as the gentleman
said to have dealt with many of these
issues that are difficult in a changing
nation and changing people, and ter-
rorism and assaults to a different part
of the globe.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman, and it was my
great privilege to be on a trip to Israel
with my dear colleague from Florida.
We certainly had an insightful look at
the military operations, the anti-ter-
rorists and intelligence operations.
There is a lot that is going on and a lot
of positive things that are going on in
Israel right now. It is a shame that the
economy is suffering so much because
of the terrible acts of the PLO against
the peaceful Israeli people.

It is with great honor that I join all
of my colleagues here today in cele-
brating Israel’s independence day. This
day marks the establishment of the
State of Israel, a day when a people
found a homeland and fulfilled their
destiny. On this day we stand with the

people of Israel to celebrate the mem-
ory of all who lost their lives to
achieve Israel’s independence and those
who continually work to ensure its ex-
istence.

As the State of Israel faces enduring
changes and challenges, it is our moral
obligation to pay homage to their con-
tinual struggle for full recognition and
render our unequivocal support to our
only democratic ally in the Middle
East, and that is Israel.

The United States has a shared tradi-
tion of democracy with Israel, creating
a long-standing history of mutual sup-
port and enduring friendship which has
helped us overcome many difficult mo-
ments.

As Israel has always stood by our
side before the international commu-
nity, at the U.N. and at the region, we
must now ensure that our friend feels
that support throughout these turbu-
lent times in her history.

While Israel engages in rooting out
terrorism at home, it has encountered
nothing but distorted criticism around
the world. As we stand here, such ac-
tions are taking place at the 58th ses-
sion of the United Nations Commission
on Human Rights. Day after day, item
after item, debate after debate, Israel
is berated and targeted by some of the
world’s most repressive regimes. It has
been particularly troublesome to see
the U.N. High Commissioner for
Human Rights, Mary Robinson, engage
in this process referring to well-known
terrorist organizations as humani-
tarian or human rights entities, legiti-
mizing their violence against the
peaceful Israeli people rather than pro-
viding a balanced and objective presen-
tation of the situation on the ground.

Such behavior does not further the
goal of peace and only serves to under-
mine the great efforts by President
Bush, Secretary Powell and others to
secure an end to the current violence.

Throughout, the United States has
spoken clearly and loudly to ensure
that the principles of justice and fair-
ness are upheld, to ensure that Israel
could be heard, and that the truth, not
hyperbole and not incendiary rhetoric,
would guide the actions of the inter-
national community.

Mr. Speaker, the struggle for democ-
racy and the protection of civil lib-
erties is a difficult one which the
Israeli people have endured and have
embraced.

Like them, my native homeland, the
Cuban people are still struggling for
the same, as the gentleman from Flor-
ida (Mr. DEUTSCH) pointed out, the sim-
ilarities between those two states.

Ironically, today, April 17, also
marks the anniversary of the failed
Bay of Pigs event to bring freedom and
democracy to Cuba. After that ill-fated
moment in Cuban history, the terrorist
regime in Havana went on to provide
training camps for Israel’s enemies and
sent Cuban soldiers to fight against
Israel during the Six Day War. They
did so because the Six Day War, ac-
cording to Cuba’s then U.N. ambas-

sador, Ricardo Alarcon, was an ‘‘armed
aggression against the Arab people by
a most treacherous surprise attack in
the Nazi manner.’’

Mr. Speaker, 7 years later Yasser
Arafat was enthusiastically received in
Havana and given Castro’s foremost
decoration, the Bay of Pigs Medal.

These are just some of the bonds that
the United States and Israel share, a
history, a struggle, a commitment to
freedom, to democracy, which have for-
ever intertwined our destiny. May this
anniversary of Israeli Independence
Day mark an end to violence and to the
suffering on all sides and usher in a
new era of peace, stability, security
and hope. May that be the case for all
of us.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman
for his time. I also had the pleasure to
visit Israel with the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. CANTOR), who will speak
shortly; and he has been to Israel many
times, and it was our pleasure to tour
many of those sites of destruction with
him, if that can be said to be a pleas-
ure. It was a very moving time in
Israel’s future and in Israel’s presence,
to be there where those terrorist acts
took place and to lay a wreath in mem-
ory of the fallen civilians and soldiers
who have given so much so that their
homeland could remain free. I thank
the gentleman, the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. DEUTSCH), for the time, as
well as the gentleman from Georgia
(Mr. KINGSTON).

Mr. DEUTSCH. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentlewoman. Again, the commit-
ment of the gentlewoman from Florida
(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) is so heartfelt and
so real. For all Israelis who met her, I
believe they felt that at the same time.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from New Jersey (Mr. ROTHMAN), who
has proven himself as perhaps the most
articulate Member of Congress in giv-
ing a historical and complete perspec-
tive, and those comments come from
members of my immediate family.
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I can even say that those comments
come from members of my own imme-
diate family.

Mr. KINGSTON. If the gentleman
will yield, I have to say that my moth-
er, who is certainly my biggest fan,
told me after last week’s special order
that she thought the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. ROTHMAN) did a much
better job than I did.

Mr. DEUTSCH. I did not want to
mention which member of my family,
but it was as close as your mother as
well.

I yield to the gentleman from New
Jersey (Mr. ROTHMAN).

Mr. ROTHMAN. I thank both the
gentlemen, my friend from Florida
(Mr. DEUTSCH) and my dear friend from
Georgia (Mr. KINGSTON).

Mr. Speaker, thank you for allowing
us to have this time tonight to further
discuss this issue with our colleagues
in the House and those watching at
home.
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Today we celebrate two anniver-

saries, one a very happy one, and one a
very, very sad one.

The happy one first. Here is the na-
tion of Israel, this orange little sliver
on the coast of the Mediterranean Sea.
Tiny little Israel. I know on maps on
television, sometimes you see just a
little portion and you think Israel is
this huge country. Take a look, my
colleagues and friends. This is Israel.
This is Saudi Arabia. This is Iraq,
Syria, Egypt here, Iran here, Oman,
Yemen, Kuwait. Do you see how small
Israel is compared to the rest of the
Persian and Arab world? Absolutely
tiny, is it not? They are outnumbered
more than 30 to one.

Today is the 54th anniversary of
Israel’s founding. How did Israel come
to be founded? A long time ago, Turkey
in the Ottoman Empire, the Ottoman
Empire of Turkey was aligned with
Germany in World War I. When the
Germans lost World War I, despite the
help of their friends in the Ottoman
Empire, the Ottoman Empire lost all
its territory to the Allies, the Ameri-
cans, the British and the French. The
Ottoman owned much of the Middle
East, including this whole area. The
British were given control of what is
now Israel and Jordan, the French were
given Syria and Iraq, the English were
given Egypt and Saudi Arabia.

A lot of people say, well, maybe
Israel is some new country and that it
just started in the 20th century after
World War I but, hey, those Arab na-
tions and the Persian nation of Iran,
they must have been around for cen-
turies. So Israel must be some stranger
to the region, some interloper. Nothing
could be further from the truth.

Saudi Arabia used to be called Ara-
bia, until the English gave it to the
Saud family in 1932, and then it became
Saudi Arabia in 1932. Iran, established
in 1925. Iraq, established 1932. Syria, es-
tablished 1946. Lebanon established
1943. Egypt 1922. Jordan 1946. Israel
1948. So they were all established about
the same time.

Israel since it was founded in 1948,
recognized by the League of Nations as
the Jewish homeland, the British said
they wanted it to be a Jewish home-
land after World War I in the Balfour
Declaration, the League of Nations
said it should be a Jewish homeland.
The United Nations in 1948 said it
should be a Jewish homeland. So when
all these other countries were created,
they created the country of Israel in
1948. Happy anniversary, happy birth-
day, Israel, America’s best friend, most
strategic ally in the Middle East.
America’s forward battleship of mili-
tary intelligence, cultural values, de-
mocracy.

What is the sad anniversary that we
celebrate today? A year before 1948,
there was another offer made. You no-
tice you do not see Palestine or the
Palestinians on this map of the Middle
East. But was there ever a country
called Palestine? Never ever in the his-
tory of the world. Was there ever a

kingdom called Palestine? Never ever
in the history of the world. Were there
ever people who called themselves the
rulers of the Palestinian people? Never
ever in the history of the world, until
Yasser Arafat came along, almost at
the end of the 20th century.

The anniversary that is so sad is that
in 1947, a year before the United Na-
tions decided to create the Jewish
homeland of Israel, they had already
divided their mandate and created
Trans-Jordan with two-thirds of the
land that they were going to give to
the Jews, they took two-thirds of it
away and created Trans-Jordan, which
is now Jordan.

Two-thirds of the land they were
going to give to the Jews. Did they
give it to the Palestinians, or the local
inhabitants in Jordan? No, they gave it
to the Hussein family who came from
Arabia and they put them in power in
Trans-Jordan. Anyway, they did that
in 1946.

Anyway, in 1947, the United Nations
says, ‘‘Let’s have two states. We took
two-thirds of the land away we were
going to give to the Jews, let’s take
the third we were going to give to the
Jews and divide that in half.’’ And they
said, ‘‘Let’s make Palestine,’’ the area
in gray, which goes from the top here
of the present State of Israel all the
way near to the bottom. Jerusalem was
not to be Israel’s capital as it is today.
It was to be an international city. The
yellow here and here and here was to
be Israel.

What did the Jews say when they
were presented in 1947 by the U.N. with
this two-state solution? The Jews said,
yes, we will, even though we were sup-
posed to get all of Jordan and all of
this, you took two-thirds of the land
away for Jordan and you want to divide
this land in half, okay. We just want a
homeland. And we will take half, the
half that you have set forth.

What did the Palestinians and the
whole Arab world say in 1947 when they
were offered a Palestinian state? They
said, no, we don’t want to live next to
a Jewish state even though there is no
other Jewish state in the world, let
alone in all of Arabia. Look at little
tiny Israel. They said, We don’t want
to live next to a Jewish state, and they
said no. So a year later, the U.N. said,
okay, then we will make the whole
thing the Jewish homeland, the state
of Israel.

And what happened in 1948, the anni-
versary of independence for Israel we
celebrate today? All of the armies sur-
rounding Israel, Egypt, Jordan, Syria,
Lebanon and Iraq invaded in 1948. They
told their Arab brothers and sisters
who were living inside the land,
‘‘Leave. Flee. We’ll drive the Jews into
the sea. You’ll have the whole thing to
yourself. You won’t have to have a two-
state solution. It will all be yours.’’ A
miracle happened. The scrawny bunch
of Jews that were there with no arms
but only the will to fight defeated all
of those armies. The 800,000 people, the
Palestinians who left, were they ab-

sorbed by the surrounding Arab coun-
tries and welcomed in brotherhood and
sisterhood? No. They were kept, these
refugees from 1948, in squalid refugee
camps. That was 55 years ago. They
have still kept them there.

By the way, in 1948 when Israel was
established, in 1948, do you know how
many Jews were expelled from the
Arab world? The same number. 800,000
Jews from all over the Arab world, and
there were Jews living in those lands
for centuries. When Israel was recog-
nized as a state by the U.N., as the
Jewish state in 1948, 800,000 Jews from
the region were expelled and thrown
out of their countries and they made
their way to Israel.

What did Israel do? Did Israel put
them in refugee camps, squalid little
camps to fester and be betrayed for 55
years? No. Israel said, you are our
brothers and sisters, even though your
lands were dispossessed and you were
thrown out of lands where you have
lived for centuries, we will take you in
and make you our citizens and take
care of you. Meanwhile, the Palestin-
ians still rot in their refugee camps
their Arab brothers and sisters have
kept them in all over the Middle East.

What happened next of significance?
In 1967, all the Arab nations sur-
rounding Israel invaded Israel again.
They said to their Palestinian brothers
and sisters, ‘‘Don’t worry, we’ll drive
the Jews into the Mediterranean Sea.
You’ll get that Palestinian state. You
won’t have to live next to the Jews.’’ In
1967, another miracle. Jews, out-
numbered again, they survived.

And what happened in 1967 after the
war of defense, Israel said, ‘‘You know
what, we want to live in peace, Pal-
estinians. Let’s negotiate so you can
have your own state.’’ What did the
Palestinians say in 1967 after they had
rejected statehood in 1947? They said,
‘‘We won’t live with you. We don’t
want a two-state solution.’’

The next significant event, not 1967,
1973, all the Arab armies around Israel
again, 1973, invade Israel, they are
going to drive the Jews into the sea.
What happened then? Another miracle,
the Jews survived.

Go back to the year 2000. Bill Clinton
brings Yasser Arafat and Prime Min-
ister Barak from Israel to Camp David
where Prime Minister Barak says,
‘‘You know what, we’re going to try
again, Palestinians. We’re ready to
give you your own state on the West
Bank and the Gaza. We’re ready to give
you your capital in Jerusalem, two-
thirds of East Jerusalem.’’ They are
willing to give the Palestinians 97 per-
cent of what they wanted or what they
said they wanted. Remember, for the
first time in human history a losing
army, who lost four wars, gets offered
97 percent of what it tried to get ille-
gitimately.

What did Yasser Arafat say to such
an offer in the year 2000 at Camp
David? He did not say a word. Not only
did he not accept the deal of 97 percent,
he did not even present a counteroffer.
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He left the negotiations, went back to
his home in Gaza and ordered the sui-
cide bombing to begin, still in the be-
lief, 55 years later, after an offer of a
Palestinian state for the third time, if
he had to live next to a Jewish state of
Israel, he did not want the deal. Get rid
of Israel altogether or no deal. He did
not care if his Palestinian people suf-
fered or not, how many children he
sent to die with bombs strapped to
their back, how many hundreds of
thousands of Palestinian refugees now
multiplied in numbers over 55 years
were going to rot in Palestinian ref-
ugee camps around the Middle East. He
did not care. He would not live in peace
next to the Jewish state of Israel.

That is where we are today, except
they intensified their suicide bombings
so that the Israelis have lost the equiv-
alent in American people, given the
difference in population, small Israel
and big United States, of about 25,000
people in the last 18 months. Can you
imagine, God forbid, if America lost
25,000 people to terror in the last 18
months, what we would do? That is
what Israel is doing now, going into
the areas controlled by Yasser Arafat,
getting his weapons, getting his explo-
sives.

Did the Israelis who have a great Air
Force and all kinds of bombs drop
bombs and destroy these villages en-
tirely, men, women and children with-
out regard? No. Could they have? Of
course. They said, ‘‘We won’t kill inno-
cent civilians, even though they are
killing ours.’’ So they sent Israeli
troops one by one, door by door to get
specific terrorists. That is a democ-
racy, with a moral sense, a moral code.
And the number of civilian casualties
in the Palestinian areas were mini-
mized. Even though in America when
we went into Afghanistan, unfortu-
nately there were quite a lot of civilian
casualties, but we did the same thing,
tried to minimize them as well.

What is left for us now? What is left
for us now is to have the Israeli people
root out, as President Bush said, bring
to justice, or to bring justice to those
who have slaughtered their babies in
school buses, in nursery schools, in
pizza parlors, in cafes, on the streets
and supermarkets.
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Twenty-five thousand, the equivalent
of American lives in the last 18 months
alone. Yet the Israelis get the ammuni-
tion, the terrorists, put them in jail,
get the explosives, clean up the area,
and, then, finally, hope that the Pales-
tinian people will finally accept an
offer that they have rejected since 1947:
accept your own state next to the Jew-
ish State of Israel. Have your people
live in peace and prosperity. Just say
you will live in peace.

Mr. DEUTSCH. If the gentleman
would try to wrap up, we will have
some more time. I know there are a
couple of other gentlemen.

Mr. KINGSTON. If the gentleman
will yield, I will certainly say we will

be honored to yield to the gentleman
more time when we have it, which will
be in a few minutes. If I do not, my
mother will kill me; and I understand
that Mr. DEUTSCH’s dad might get a lit-
tle irritated himself. You are going to
conclude, but you are not going to
leave.

Mr. ROTHMAN. I will not leave.
Any nation that has said to Israel we

are ready to make peace with you,
Israel makes peace with them. Even a
nation that attacks Israel and Israel
defends itself, Israel gives back the
lands. It happened to Egypt when they
said they would make peace. It hap-
pened to Jordan, who invaded Israel
several times and lost. They finally
made an agreement, King Hussein and
the Israelis. Now they live in peace.

What we need is a Palestinian leader-
ship who wants to live in peace with
the Jewish State. If they cannot do it,
the Arabs and the Persians, the Ira-
nians, they are not Arabs, they are
Persians, so they tell me, and I accept
their great culture, should have the
Palestinian people take yes for an an-
swer, and, after 55 years of rejecting
statehood, accept statehood for them-
selves and for America’s number one
strategic ally in the Middle East, the
only democracy in the Middle East, lit-
tle tiny Israel. For Israel’s sake, for
the Palestinian people’s sake, for the
world’s sake.

Mr. DEUTSCH. Mr. Speaker, reclaim-
ing my time, I thank the gentleman.
Again I would hope that the gentleman
can continue to stay in the Chamber.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Georgia (Mr. KINGSTON).

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman, and again want
to commend the gentleman from New
Jersey (Mr. ROTHMAN) on his excellent
job, as usual.

I would ask the gentleman from Flor-
ida to also yield the floor to a very
strong pro-Israel advocate who is also a
freshman this year, the gentleman
from Virginia (Mr. CANTOR).

Mr. DEUTSCH. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
CANTOR).

Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, I thank
my colleague from Georgia for his lead-
ership on this issue and certainly my
colleague from Florida for his steadfast
leadership and for the incredible
wealth of knowledge of my colleague
from New Jersey. I thank him as well.

It really is an honor for me to be here
and to address this body on such an oc-
casion. We stand here to congratulate
and join in celebration with the people
of Israel on the 54th anniversary of the
creation of the Jewish State of Israel.

It is particularly apt that we are here
as this country of ours, the United
States, is picking itself up, putting
things back in order, from the horrific
terrorist attacks on September 11 that
killed thousands of innocent Ameri-
cans. On that day we realize that we
shared a common enemy with the peo-
ple of Israel, an enemy that is as des-
picable as any we have seen in our

land, one that is after our way of life,
our freedom of choice, and our faith in
our creator.

Mr. Speaker, the State of Israel grew
out of the ashes of the Holocaust, a
time in which the Jewish people suf-
fered under an evil and a systematic
wickedness that killed 6 million inno-
cent people. To this day, Mr. Speaker,
the people of Israel continue to endure
the wrath and hatred of so many of its
neighbors, as has been pointed out by
my colleagues this evening.

The people of Israel continue to en-
dure on a daily basis what the people of
our country endured on September 11.
The atrocities, the death, the carnage
that they must face on a daily basis
brings us here this evening in soli-
darity.

This great country, the United
States of America, was founded on the
principle that all men are created
equal, that they are endowed by their
creator with certain unalienable
rights, and among these are life, lib-
erty and the pursuit of happiness.

As the legacy of those great 18th cen-
tury Virginians who put forth those
principles, we stand here tonight
united in saluting our brethren in the
State of Israel, those individuals who
never cease to assert their right to a
life of dignity, freedom and honest toil
in their national homeland.

f

SUPPORTING ISRAEL’S RIGHT TO
DEFEND ITSELF

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
AKIN). Under the Speaker’s announced
policy of January 3, 2001, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. KINGSTON) is
recognized for 60 minutes.

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the Speaker for recognizing me
and want to immediately recognize my
friend from Florida (Mr. DEUTSCH). We
are doing this hour on a bipartisan
basis tonight. The subject will con-
tinue as it did the past hour on our
support for Israel’s right to defend
itself.

With that, let me yield to me friend,
the gentleman from Florida (Mr.
DEUTSCH).

Mr. DEUTSCH. Mr. Speaker, again, I
appreciate this. I know in the last hour
several additional colleagues have
joined us, and I look forward to hearing
from them over the next hour.

One colleague who has been very pa-
tient is one of the most knowledgeable
Members in the Congress on the Mid-
east, again someone who has been ac-
tive in Middle Eastern issues and con-
cern far before he entered the Congress,
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
WEINER).

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentleman from New York (Mr.
WEINER).

Mr. WEINER. Mr. Speaker, I want to
thank the gentleman from Florida and
the gentleman from Georgia for once
again organizing this.

There is a period of time between the
commemoration of the anniversary of
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